Board of Ophthalmology; President, Pan-American Association of Ophthalmology; and President, Academia Ophthalmologica Internationalis.
An enduring relationship with the American Academy of Ophthalmology and Otolaryngology (parent organization of the American Academy of Ophthalmology) began when Dr. Straatsma served as the first Secretary for Continuing Education in Ophthalmology (1969 Ophthalmology ( -1974 Ophthalmology (1983 Ophthalmology ( -2002 ) at a time when revitalization was needed. He implemented substantial editorial innovations, strengthened the peer review process, enhanced the aesthetics of the print journal and introduced the AJO website (www.ajo.com). With online full text articles, "Authors Interactive" and electronic "Virtual Meetings", he positioned the AJO in the digital age and offered features for the national and international readership.
Dr. Straatsma's leadership and creative capacity have improved and stimulated every organization he has touched. His leadership has been characterized by reorganization and improvement just as his career has been distinguished by prompt elevation to top leadership positions in each entity. After periods in elected office or towards the end of an appointed leadership position, he has both sought and facilitated his successor and assured careful yet prompt transition to succeeding leadership with thoughtful dignity.
The breadth and depth of Dr. Straatsma's impact on American and world ophthalmology clearly place him as one of the most qualified to be part of the Living Legends Series of Indian Journal of Ophthalmology. We hope that the young and potential leaders of Indian Ophthalmology would keenly study Prof. Straatsma's life and times and try to emulate his gentle, dignified and very effective leadership style, where work speaks for itself.
